Rob Faunce

Assignment: Using mindmapping to develop critical thinking and then using AI to prompt self-reflection.

The assignment intends students to achieve preparation for a scaffolded paper; goals include mastering the skills of preparing an outline for their paper in a nontraditional manner.  Using mindmapping allows notetaking to be done in nonnormative ways, allowing for continued development of critical thinking and mastery of the essay form (while also eschewing possibilities for using AI in noncritical/academically impoverished ways).  The second part of the assignment (using Claude) allows us to engage AI to show students limitations and possibilities for their work, which are then realized via reflection on the comparison/contrast between documents, achieving not just goals for the scaffold but also for understanding the ways in which AI can (and mostly not) benefit their work for this specific course’s goals. 
The reflection allows us to assess that they’ve reached goals by showing students to be engaged with course aims for all First Year Writing classes while taking an assignment largely already being used and engaging it with AI to help students develop their potential while also seeing the importance of their own authenticity and voice in the process.  There’s also the ability in critique to point back to learning goals for the course and to expectations for the assignment.
This activity represents tangible engagement that helps them achieve these goals by actually looking for research, using Google Scholar and library resources, in class, and then practicing skills of scanning and analyzing sources in quick bursts, put in tandem with their essay design, put into the blender with the AI element of the assignment, and then truly assessable and metacognitive when they write their reflection on the experience.
As a result, we have an activity that continues to develop critical thinking skills in preparation for a major writing assignment while also engaging AI tools to bolster and buttress that development (concomitantly demonstrating where AI is going to be limited, at this moment, in the ability to do the work for them).

